[Continuous monitoring of a guideline: Bell's palsy].
The preparation and review of child neurology guidelines can reduce the variability of our medical practice, thus improving health care. We present the continuous monitoring of our Bell's palsy guideline. Emergency and medical reports of the children seen in Child Neurology surgery from July 2006 to August 2009 (group 2) are reviewed for the purpose of finding out the present level of compliance with guideline quality criteria and compare it with the previously reviewed period (group 1, from March 2003 to June 2006). Scientific evidence on this topic is also updated. Comparing the compliance rate in group 1 with group 2 shows a rise in group 2 from 85.1% to 100% in facial expression description, from 11.1% to 31.6% on whether or not there is evidence of Herpes Zoster vesicles, from 77.7% to 84.2% whether or not there is evidence fundoscopic examination, and from 77.7% to 86.8% as regards cranial nerve function remaining normal. The rate of fact sheet issue, recorded for the first time in group 2, is 21.1%. Medical auditing allows us to evaluate our medical practice and set up ways for improvement according to the deficiencies found. We insist on striving to improve the written record of the most relevant data and never overlook the importance of issuing the fact sheets to parents and paediatricians, to ensure continuity of medical care.